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• 10 years experience

• Volunteer, board member, grantor, 
evaluator (local and national)

• 20+ clients

• $500,000 in funds
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Key 
Application 
Questions



Answer tips









Inspiration

• How does the work reveal a connection to the artist’s earlier work, or 
represent an intentional departure from what the artist has done in the 
past? 

• How does the work reveal its connection to artistic movements or traditions 
and draw meaning or impact from that connection? 

• Does the work take the artist to a new place in his/ her development? If so, 
how does the artist describe the relationship of the new work to past work?

• How are the artist(s) connected to the community that is the focus of the 
work? What history and relationship does the artist have with the 
knowledge, traditions, and practices they are engaging in? What is the 
artist’s cultural relationship to the aesthetics and techniques of the project?



Process

• How does the work afford artists or participants new forms of expression? 
In what ways does it offer new ways of thinking about form or medium, 
particularly in relationship to the content?

• How does the work take risks of form, content, medium, or the relationship 
among these elements? 

• How do the artists open their process to multiple viewpoints and show their 
willingness for the work to evolve based on what is learned?

• How does the work demonstrate creativity in maximizing the possibilities of 
the human, social, financial, and physical resources available? 



Final Work

• How does the creative work cause people to question or consider 
their own beliefs, assumptions, or values? 

• How does the work reveal stories or images previously untold or 
unseen in a way that can shift public/audience perception?

• In what ways does the work elicit emotional responses? 

• Connection between medium and message

• What are participants’ takeaways from the experience and how do 
they connect to the social aims of the work? 



Budgeting
• Line items (categories) 

Item Description

Materials/Supplies paint, fabric, putty, pencils, chalk, easel, canvas

Equipment Audio recorder, pottery wheel, microphone, instruments, kiln

Rent Studio time

Utilities Only the portion you will use

Team compensation video production, editing, graphic design, other artists

Artist compensation No more than 20% of request → up to $400 
Time spent creating

Rate? Or stipend?  8 hours/week creating = 0.2 FTE

Travel 0.35 cents per mile ( no more than 10% of ask) 



Questions?
AESTHETIC FRAMEWORK LINK

https://www.americansforthearts.org/sites/default/files/Aesthetic Perspectives Full Framework.pdf

